God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Twenty-Three: The Promise of a New Covenant
Texts: Genesis 17:1-8; 9-12; 22:18; 49:10; Exodus 19:4-6; Deut. 4:4:12-14; 5:1-4; Jeremiah 31:31-34  [image: image1.jpg]


      
W
e learned in the first section of our study that God established a covenant with Abraham (Gen. 17:1-8). A covenant is an agreement between two parties which involves terms, conditions, and responsibilities. God promised Abraham that he would bless his descendents and part of Abraham’s responsibility involved circumcision of all male children (Gen. 17:9-12).  

In the beginning of the second section of our study we learned that when Abraham’s descendents came out of Egypt, God established another covenant with the descendents of his grandson Jacob. God promised to make them His “special treasure” (Exod. 19:4-6). Their responsibilities in the covenant were outlined in the Law given to Moses (Deut. 4:12-14). 


The covenant God made with the Israelites was not a covenant with all mankind, but with Jacob’s descendents (Exod. 5:1-4). Yet, God had promised Abraham that through him “all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 22:18). That implied that there would come something which would affect more than just the Jews alone. In addition to this Jacob, in blessing his son Judah had promised that a “lawgiver” would descend from him (Gen. 49:10). This set the stage for something beyond the Law of Moses which would apply to all nations. 

This anticipation of something beyond the Law of Moses was articulated even more clearly to the prophet Jeremiah. This prophet who would see the fall of Jerusalem, the destruction of the temple, and the deportation and exile of the Jews also received a wonderful revelation about something which was to come. God revealed to him, “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah” (Jer. 31:31). This covenant would not be “according to the covenant” that God made with Israel (Jer. 31:32). Instead, it would be a covenant of the heart and the mind by which those in this covenant would be His people (Jer. 31:33).  Unlike the Law of Moses, which governed a physical nation of believers and unbelievers alike, all in submission to this New Covenant would “know the Lord”—“from the least of them to the greatest of them” (Jer. 31:34a). A key element of this covenant would involve a different means of forgiveness. In this covenant God promised,  “I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more” (Jer. 31:34b).

The Jews who received these promises wee allowed to see prophetically the coming of something new and different. The Law of Moses was never intended to go on forever. Nor was it ever offered to all mankind. We will see in the last section of our study that God planned from the beginning to bring a New Covenant which would apply to all men. This covenant which would come through Jesus Christ would supersede the Law of Moses and fulfill the covenant God made with Abraham. Jesus Christ, through his  blood would initiate a New Covenant with new blessings and promises along with new terms, conditions, and responsibilities.    
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	23
	Psalms 87-89
	Psalms 90-92
	Psalms 93-95
	Psalms 96-98
	Psalms 99-101
	Psalms 102-104
	Psalms 105-107


Study Questions
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1.  What was one responsibility of the covenant which God made with Abraham (Gen. 17:9-12)?

2.  On what condition did God promise the Israelites they would be His “special treasure” (Exod. 19:5)?

3. How were the Israelites to know the terms of the covenant which God made with them (Deut. 4:12-14)?

4.  Fill-in the blanks from Genesis 22:17-18: “blessing I will ________ you, and in ________ I will multiply your _________ as the stars of the _________ and as the ______ which is on the _________; and your __________ shall possess the ______ of their enemies. In your ______ all the ________ of the earth shall be ________, because you have _______ My voice” (NKJV).

5.  Could the promise of a “lawgiver” descended from Judah apply to Moses (Num. 26:59)?

Why or why not?


Does the promise of a “lawgiver” infer a new law?

6.  The promise to Jeremiah described a New Covenant with the “house of Israel” and the “house of Judah.” What about this promise showed that it was not just an addition to the Law of Moses (Jer. 31:32)?

7.  Explain the phrase “they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them” (Jer. 31:34)

8.  Under the New Covenant what does God promise to “remember no more” (Jer. 31:34)? 
Key Passage: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:31-32).
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